
Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 3, Week 1 
 
 
Words with Long e, i, o 
1. abode 
2. breed 
3. biosphere 
4. behavior 
5. biology 
6. devour 
7. fertilize 
8. parasite 
9. procure 
10. protein 
11. response 
12. species 
13. strife 
14. survive 
15. taper 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. genus 
17. genius 
18. pray 
19. prey 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week  1  
 
Words with Long e, i, o  
abode  
A cave is an ideal abode, or home, for bats.  
breed  
Male and female animals breed, producing young.  
biosphere  
We must protect Earth’s surface and atmosphere so our biosphere can continue to support life. 
behavior  
An octopus sprays ink as defensive behavior.  
biology  
The study of plants and animals is called biology.  
devour  
Lions devour their prey, eating it quickly.  
fertilize  
A single pollen grain can fertilize a flowering plant so that, later, the plant produces fruit.  
parasite  
A flea is a pesky parasite that feeds on dogs’ blood.  
procure  
Bob will procure the test tubes for the soil samples, but I will get everything else we need.  
protein  
We can get protein, a necessary part of our diet, from eating meat, eggs, beans, and certain other foods. 
response  
The public response to the opening of the new nature preserve included clapping and wild cheers. 
species  
This pine tree has thinner needles than the others, so I think it belongs to a different species.  
strife  
The bitter fight among the zoo’s wolves caused onlookers to turn their heads away from the strife. 
survive  
Animals store food so they can survive during winter.  
taper  
The streamlined bodies of tuna and many other fish taper to a point.  
 
Watch-Out Words 
genus  
Although they are alike in many ways, rabbits belong to one genus and hares belong to another.  
genius  
The brilliant scientist who developed this classification system was a genius.  
pray  
I hope and pray that the rabbits find a safe place to hide.  
prey  
If not, they will become easy prey for hungry vultures. 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 3, Week 2  
 
 
Multisyllabic Words 
1. algae 
2. burrow 
3. carcass  
4. dominant 
5. extinct 
6. instinct 
7. irregular 
8. mutual 
9. native 
10. organic 
11. saliva 
12. slaughter 
13. territory 
14. unique 
15. vegetation 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. burro 
17. borough 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 2  
 
Multisyllabic Words 
algae  
I couldn’t see the alligator hiding in the pond because the water was covered with slimy green algae. 
burrow  
The mole dug down, making an underground burrow.  
carcass  
Only a few bones from the zebra’s carcass remained.  
dominant  
The dominant lion took control of the pride, and the other lions followed its lead.  
extinct  
The dodo bird, and other extinct animals, will never appear on Earth again.  
instinct  
The deer’s instinct makes it run from the coyote; it doesn’t need to be taught to do so.  
irregular  
One of the apes ate every two hours, but the other apes had irregular eating patterns.  
mutual  
The scientists had a mutual goal, because both wanted to protect the dolphins.  
native  
The native plants did not survive in their natural habitat because new kinds of plants crowded them. 
organic  
Dead leaves, animal bones, and other organic material come from living things.  
saliva  
Some animals will spit if disturbed, sending a glob of saliva at an intruder.  
slaughter  
Many seals were killed in the bloody slaughter.  
territory  
The bear defended its territory against intruders.  
unique  
The insect’s unique color was a shade of blue unlike any other.  
vegetation  
Crops and other vegetation died during the dry spell.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
burro  
The scientist loaded supplies on my burro and the other small donkeys and led us all to the dig site. 
borough  
As he unloaded the supplies, the scientist noticed that the site was about the size of a small town, or 
borough. 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 3, Week 3  
 
 
Multisyllabic Words 
1. agitate 
2. attribute 
3. biome 
4. canine 
5. clone 
6. despise 
7. fascinate 
8. graze 
9. hibernate 
10. introduce 
11. intrude 
12. pesticide 
13. provoke 
14. vile 
15. wholesome 
 
 
Watch Out Words 
16. choral 
17. coral  
18. chorale 
19. corral  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 3  
Multisyllabic Words  
agitate  
If you stir up, or agitate, the water in any way, the small school of fish will swim away.  
attribute  
High intelligence is an attribute, or trait, of dolphins.  
biome  
An ocean biome is a complex environment filled with diverse plants and animals.  
canine  
The Dog Snapper is a reef fish with large canine teeth to bite its victims.  
clone  
If I could clone my hermit crab, I would have a second crab that is an exact copy of the first one.  
despise  
I despise the fact that people throw their trash on the beach, so I pick it up and throw it away.  
fascinate  
I can’t look away because moray eels fascinate me.  
graze  
Sea turtles graze on seagrass, nibbling bits all day long. 
hibernate  
Animals use less energy when they hibernate than when they are active and searching for food. 
introduce  
Our teacher knew the diver and introduced us to her.  
intrude  
Don’t intrude because the scientist wants to be alone.  
pesticide  
A pesticide not only kills garden pests, but the runoff can flow into the ocean and poison the sea life. 
provoke  
Don’t provoke a crab or it will get mad and pinch you!  
vile  
The vile, awful smell from the oil spill made me sick.  
wholesome  
The movie about whales was wholesome because it was proper and decent.  
  
Watch-Out Words 
choral  
The choir sang choral music at the aquarium’s opening.  
coral  
We saw fish swim all around the rocky coral reef. 
chorale  
The choir sang a special song called a chorale.  
corral  
After their song, the choir director tried to corral the children together like a herd of cattle. 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 3, Week 4 
 
 
Words with Plurals formed by Adding s, es 
1. biases 
2. cells 
3. clashes 
4. diseases 
5. disguises 
6. mammals 
7. motives 
8. octopuses 
9. perils 
10. phases 
11. ravines 
12. ridges 
13. specimens 
14. stresses 
15. successes 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. cite 
17. sight 
18. site 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 4  
 
Words with Plurals formed by Adding s, es  
biases  
Some people have biases against seafood, disliking it before they even try it.  
cells  
Some algae are made up of many simple cells, small units that contain DNA in living things.  
clashes  
When sharks compete for food violent clashes may erupt.  
diseases  
Eating poisoned shellfish can cause deadly diseases.  
disguises  
Some sea creatures change color as if they are wearing different disguises.  
mammals  
Dolphins and whales are mammals because they give birth to live young and produce milk for them. 
motives  
The oceanographers had strong motives, or reasons, for seeking research money.  
octopuses  
Octopuses and snails are mollusks and are closely related.  
perils  
The perils, or dangers, of scuba diving increase when a diver swims too deep.  
phases  
A full moon and other moon phases affect the tides.  
ravines  
Millions of years ago, rushing water carved deep canyons and narrow ravines as it rushed to the sea. 
ridges  
The sand ridges looked like small rows of mountains.  
specimens  
The seaweed specimens were the only samples they collected for the research.  
stresses  
Captivity puts some stresses, or strains, on dolphins.  
successes  
Scientists have had several successes replacing damaged reefs with artificial ones.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
cite  
The scientist wanted to cite each piece of data, so she carefully wrote down exactly what each one said. 
sight  
The other scientists agreed that the sight of real whales taught them more than any photo.  
site  
She was positive that this precise location was the exact site where she spotted the whales the first 
time. 

 

 




